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Omicron and other COVID-19 variants of concern —
where are we now?
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All viruses, including SARS-CoV-2 mutate over time naturally. Many of these changes do not have much impact on
the virus’ properties. However, with time and due to various contributing factors, some changes may result in
altered characteristics of the virus including its ability to spread, ability to cause severe disease, performance of
vaccines, drugs and diagnostics, as well as other public health and social measures.1

This webinar aims to discuss COVID-19 Variants of Concern (VOC), with particular focus on Omicron and the risk of
new VOC emerging and measures in place to continue monitoring for their emergence in Africa.

About CONCVACT

The African CDC Consortium for COVID-19 Vaccine Clinical Trials (CONCVACT) has been established to convene the
diverse organizations working across the continent under one umbrella, to help accelerate progress on planned
and future COVID-19 vaccine trials that take place in African nations. The CONCVACT is fundamentally an African
initiative and is closely aligned with African priorities and interests. Vitally, it will partner with, and strengthen the
capacity of, relevant institutions and networks throughout the continent. CONCVACT will focus primarily on
research and will promote the translation of scientific and clinical findings into substantive regional impact through
political and regulatory engagement. In this way, the CONCVACT will provide regional stewardship and strengthen
coordination in these urgent and important areas and will not seek to exert control over them.

You are invited to a Zoom meeting.
Grand Rounds on Public Health Meeting
When: Mar 01, 2022 03:00 PM-04:30PM EAT
Register in advance for this meeting:
https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_jEYiaJT3SU-Y2e5dhhggBg
After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing information about joining the meeting.

For enquiries, please contact:

Shingai Grace Machingaidze: machingaidzes@africa-union.org
Dr Nicaise Ndembi: NicaiseN@africa-union.org | Ezinne V.C Onwuekwe: Onwuekwee@africa-union.org



